January 2020

Principal’s Corner
Welcome to January and 2020!
Happy New Year, Jefferson families! I hope you all had a happy, healthy, and safe winter break. I
enjoyed having quiet days of reading, walking my dog, and spending time with my family. I reflected
during the break on how grateful I was to have some time to reconnect with loved ones without the
presence of schedules and time constraints. Our Jefferson staff have shared winter break stories of
travels, hosting family, and many days of pajamas and Netflix binging! We are rested, enthusiastic,
and looking forward to January with our Jaguars!
It is a new year and a new decade, so I wondered if I should make some extra amazing resolutions?! I
mentally scrolled through my usual list of more sleep, exercise, etc., but I decided to include one I have
never considered. For years, I have been asking my own children: “How was your day?” when I saw
them at the end of each day. By extension, I find myself asking our Jaguars: “How is your day?” I
realized this sort of inquiry did not always elicit the most engaging conversations with my own
children. As an educator, I am always seeking new ways to positively impact my relationships with
students, and self reflection and effective communication are important aspects of that goal. In
response, I have found alternative openers which may spark more interest and shared a few below.
What was the funniest thing that happened today?
Did anyone do anything nice for you?
What was the nicest thing you did for someone else?
Who made you smile today?
What new fact did you learn today?
Who brought the best food in their lunch today? What was it?
What challenged you today?
If one of your classmates could be the teacher for the day who would you want it to be? Why?
If you had the chance to be the teacher tomorrow, what would you teach the class?
Who do you want to make friends with but haven't yet? Why not?
What is your teacher's most important rule?
Does your teacher remind you of anyone else you know? How?
Tell me something you learned about a friend today.
What is one thing you did today that was helpful?
When did you feel most proud of yourself today?
What rule was the hardest to follow today?
What is one thing you hope to learn before the school year is over?
Which person in your class is your exact opposite?
I wish you all the best in 2020! I look forward to many engaging conversations with our Jaguars!
Take care,
Jennifer

Message from the JPAT President

Dear Jaguars,

Mark Your Calendar

Welcome to a new year and a new decade! January
always feels like a fresh start, a time to take stock
and access what is really important in our lives. One
of the things important to me is Jefferson Elementary
and our Jaguars!
Thank you all for your Direct Donation Drive (DDD)
donations. The preliminary total raised to support
programs at Jefferson is $9372, with a few more
matching donations still on the way. Thanks to Gabi
Snyder and Laura Power for all their work on the
DDD.
The other major fundraiser for JPAT, the Jog-A-Thon,
will be coming up in February. Please consider
donating and volunteering to count laps for the Jog-AThon. It’s such a fun event and the kids have a blast.
Join us for our next JPAT meeting, January 14th,
6:30-7:30pm in the Jefferson Library.

January
1-3 NO SCHOOL (Winter Break)
14 JPAT Meeting, 6:30pm, Library
20 NO SCHOOL
24 Carnival, 6-8pm
27 Dine Out - Applebee’s
30-31 NO SCHOOL

February
5 WB2S Day
7 Dance of the Decades, 6:30-8:00pm
11 JPAT Meeting, 6:30pm, Library
11 Dine Out—Tacovore
17 NO SCHOOL (possible weather make-up day)
28 2-hour early release, 12:30pm

I hope you all have a happy and healthy new year!
Camille Nelson
JPAT President

JPAT Board
President: CAMILLE NELSON
Vice President: REBECCA BADGER
Secretary: JILL STEIN
Treasurer: POLLY WEGNER

Mark Your Calendars for Two Fun Events!
Carnival: January 24, 6:00-8:00pm
Join the fun at Carnival on Friday Jan. 24th
from 6pm-8pm. Kids love this event and look
forward to it every year. It's a fun way to build
community for all Jefferson families. There
will be games, prizes, bounce houses, face
painting, balloon animals, food, and so much
more!
Tickets will go on sale starting Tues Jan. 21st.
Volunteers are always needed so keep an eye
out for signups.

Dance of the Decades: February 7, 6:30-8:00pm

If you are interested in helping to coordinate this event or
volunteering to help with setting up, running the food/drink
table, or cleaning up, please contact Kristy Johnson at
kristy.johnson09@gmail.com.

Mr. Yeh’s Music
Corner
Hello Jefferson Community,
We're plugging along in music class!
3rd and 4th grade will be starting
recorder--more information on that to
come. Recorders will be provided by
the school for use in school, but I may
have the option for students to check
out recorders to use at home. Please
be patient and encouraging!
5th grade is doing a short piano unit
before starting the 5th grade musical
this year: Madagascar, Jr. Hooray!
Cheers,
Dow
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