
September 2017 

 

Principal’s Corner 

 
 

Hello, Jefferson families and welcome to a new school year!  It was so lovely to see so many 
excited faces on the first day last week. I noticed that many of those faces were brand new to 
our school.  In fact, Jefferson welcomed 33 brand new students in 1st through 4th grades on 
September 6th in addition to 47 new Kindergarteners.  We have expanded into the modular 
building again to make room for one more class.  Our current enrollment is 354 students.  
Please take a moment to check in with your children and ask them about the new students in 
their classroom.  
 
Staff Changes 
 
We had quite a bit of shifting and changing in our staff from last year to this year…here is the 
update.  
 
¶ Wendy Evans (2nd Grade) – Wendy is a familiar face both as a Jefferson parent and as 

a substitute teacher.  We are thrilled to have Wendy splitting the week in a job share 
with Alison Green in second grade.  

 
¶ Maria Simmons (3rd Grade) – Maria thought she would be returning to Jefferson for 

another year in the library, but when we were given an additional teacher to help with 
our growing class sizes, I knew she would be a perfect fit.  

 
¶ Tyler Messenger (4th/5th Grades) – Tyler was hired to teach the 4/5 split grade class 

in May and arrived in July.  He has been busy not only preparing for a new school year, 
but also settling his family in Oregon.   

 
¶ Zoe Ball (Art) – Zoe was also hired in May to breathe new life into our art program.  Zoe 

spent the summer in Europe as a counselor at an international summer camp and has 
returned full of wonderful ideas about art for our students and our school.  She does not 
have a classroom (see above about needing the modular) so she is teaching art on a cart 
in the classrooms.  Welcome Ms. Ball!  

 
 
 
          (continued on next page)  



¶ Tyler Phillips (PE) – I was sworn to secrecy last year as Mr. Heath prepared for 
retirement so I understand if you were surprised to hear about our new PE teacher, 
Tyler Phillips.  Tyler has been in the district for a few years teaching PE in split 
assignments, most recently at Adams and Mountain View, and he is the head 
wrestling coach at CHS.  He was excited to step in for Mr. Heath and we are fortunate 
to have him.  Welcome Mr. Phillips!  

 
¶ Christine See Evans (Computer Lab Tech) – Christine replaces Hattie Woods who 

left us in June to start a teaching career in Utah.  Christine is incredibly 
knowledgeable about computer lab management, networks, and all of the important 
technology infrastructure we need to keep our staff and students connected.  

 
¶ Kathryn Melvin (Library) – Kathryn was hired right before school started to fill the 

spot opened by Maria Simmons in the library.  Kathryn is not new to our building so 
she had a head start on preparing the library for the new school year.   

 
¶ Chelsea Welever (Primary Life Skills) – Chelsea spent most of last year in a 

temporary position in our Intermediate Life Skills classroom.  We are so happy to 
have her on a regular contract working in Primary Life Skills.  She replaces Howard 
Brilman who retired last year.  

 
¶ Nathan Wheeler (Intermediate Life Skills) – Nathan has been a regular substitute 

in our building for many years and this year he will take on a regular position in the 
Life Skills classroom.  Nathan is talented and trusted by our Life Skills staff and is 
stepping in for Karen Eckhart.  

 
 
With so much change, the constant that you can rely on at Jefferson is a caring staff who 
are dedicated to ensuring all of our students feel safe, valued, and included.  Let’s have a 
great school year!  
 
 
Go Jaguars!  
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Only the September JagWire is delivered as a hard copy.  To 
ensure that you’ll continue to receive this newsletter every month, as well as other 
important Jefferson news, please join the listserv.  If you haven’t joined already, please 
email joanne.geissler@corvallis.k12.or.us  to be added.  Thank you!  

mailto:joanne.geissler@corvallis.k12.or.us


Message from the JPAT President 

On behalf of the Jefferson Parents and Teachers 
(JPAT) board, I welcome everyone back to another 
fun and exciting year! A big thanks to the 2016 -
2017 board members and especially to Nina Erlich -
Williams for serving as President for three years. 
The new 2017-2018 board is:  
 
President: Camille Nelson  
Vice-President: Claire Fiegener  
Secretary: Jill Stein  
Treasurer: Polly Wegner  
 
Are you new to the school, or thinking about getting 
involved in JPAT for the first time this year? All 
are welcome! JPAT holds meetings most months of 
the school year (see the JPAT calendar on the 
school website for details), and everyone is 
welcome. JPAT works because people give what 
they can in the ways that work best for them. Keep 
an eye on the listserv for opportunities to help. It’s 
a great way to meet other families and get to know 
what Jefferson is all about. Want to learn more? 
Come to one of our monthly meetings or stop by the 
JPAT tables at the Back -to-School Potluck on September 14th.  
 
Jefferson has a wonderful sense of community thanks in no small part to the involvement 
of so many individuals who take the time to give what they can to the school. Whether 
that means chaperoning a field trip, reading with kids in the classroom, dropping off 
banana bread or flowers for Teacher Appreciation Week, or heading up one of JPAT’s 
major fundraisers, all of that energy works together to help make this a great place to 
educate our children. JPAT puts on a wide variety of community -building events each 
year and also raises significant funds to support activities like art, music -related 
enhancements, extracurricular activities, additional hours each day for the school 
librarian, and other educational enhancements.  
 
I hope to see you all at the potluck on September 14th and/or at the first JPAT meeting of 
the year on October 10th.  
 
Go Jaguars!  
 
Camille Nelson  
JPAT President  
 

JPAT Board  

 

President:  Camille Nelson  

Vice President:  Claire Fiegener  

Secretary:  Jill Stein  

Treasurer:  Polly Wegner  

Mark Your Calendar 

September 
 

14 Back To School Potluck, 5:30-7:30 pm 
 
14 Direct Donation Drive Kick-Off 
 
19 Curriculum Night, 6-7:30 pm 
 
19 Dine Out - Old Spaghetti Factory 
 
24 Wildlife Stewards Work Party, 9-11 am 
 

October 
 
4 WB2S Day 
 
6 2-Hour Early Release, 12:40 pm 
 
10 Jefferson Java, 5:45 pm, Library 
 
10 JPAT Meeting, 6:30 pm, Library 
 
18 Dine Out - Papaôs Pizza 
 
22 Wildlife Stewards Work Party, 9-11 am 
 
25-27 NO SCHOOL (Grading/Conferences) 



Direct Donation Drive Kickoff 
  
Hey, Jaguars! It’s time for our annual Direct Donation Drive (DDD) Kickoff! We’ll get this 
party ( important JPAT fundraiser) started at the family potluck on Thursday, September 14 th . 
The DDD is one of Jefferson’s largest fundraisers, and our goal this year is to raise $10,000. All 
donations will directly support Jefferson programs such as art, music, library, technology, field 
trips, campus enhancement, and more. Please stop by our table at the potluck to get more 
information. We’ll be set up to take one-time donations or recurring monthly contributions to fit 
your budget. Bring us your cash, your checks, or your credit cards. The DDD is all about hassle -
free giving to support Jefferson! And all donations are fully tax -deductible. Donate $25 or more 
for a chance to win gift card prizes!  
  
Laura Power and Gabi Snyder 
DDD co-chairs 



Jefferson Outdoor Classroom 
 
Hello Jefferson families,  
 
I am Jefferson's 4 -H Wildlife Steward and Outdoor Classroom coordinator.  I tend to the 
garden, arboretum, and riparian area along the stretch of Dixon Creek bordering the school, 
and provide support to teachers’ activities that utilize the Outdoor Classroom.  There is a work 
party once a month that involves weeding out plants, sowing seed, transplanting plants, or 
building soil.  Work party dates are on the JPAT calendar.   
 
If you are interested in becoming a Wildlife Steward, then please visit the OSU extension site: 
www.extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/natural. And/or if you are interested in being involved 
in the Jefferson Outdoor Classroom, contact me at: marccurtis82@gmail.com or 541 -666-1528. 
 
Some of the activities we focus on are propagating native plant species, harvesting seeds, 
observing plant structure, diversity and life cycle, catching insects and worms, getting our 
hands dirty, thinking of ways to make use of plant parts, exploring the creek, talking about the 
weather, and just enjoying being outside.  
 
Marc Curtis, 4-H Wildlife Steward and Outdoor Classroom Coordinator 

Greetings from the New Jefferson Librarian 
 
Familiar Face, New Location!  
 
I’m so excited to be starting this school year in a new role as your Jefferson Librarian. It’s a 
shift from my previous work as an EA, but my goals are the same:  to make sure EVERY 
student feels important and has a place in our school. What better place to build that sense of 
community than in the library. I can’t wait to start meeting with classes starting Monday, 
September 18th!  
  
It is a great time to join the team of library volunteers since there is a new district -wide library 
computer program. This means we can all learn the system together! I will be hosting two 
parent information sessions where we will go over the new system. Look for details in your 
email.  
  
We are already starting to think about Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB), so if you have a 
student in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade who loves reading this is something to get excited about. Look 
for more information in the next issue of the JagWire.  
  
Kathryn Melvin, Librarian 
541-757-5950 



 

Our Jefferson community has a strong tradition of walking, biking, and 

rolling to school. We often fill the bike racks and many parents and children 

enjoy a morning and afternoon walk to and from our neighborhood school. It 

is not unusual to have over 70% of our Jefferson community participate in 

the WB2S Days.   

 

In order to reinforce this healthy choice and to encourage others to participate 

in finding alternatives to driving to school, the Walk and Bike to School 

Committee (WB2S) celebrates one Walk and Bike to School Day each month during the school 

year.  The dates for the 2017-2018 school year are:  October 4th, November 1st, December 6th, February 

7th, March 7th, April 4th, May 2nd, and June 6th. We hope to see you roll in with your Jefferson friends on 

our WB2S Days! 

 

We encourage everyone to participate regardless of where you live. Here are some ideas of how you can 

celebrate WB2S Days at Jefferson: 

¶ We encourage families that live close to the school to walk, bike, or roll to school instead of 

hopping in the car and driving. 

¶ For families who live far from the school, we encourage you to network with families that 

live closer to the school and walk, bike, or roll to Jefferson with friends. 

¶ Although 27th Street between Circle and Arthur will not be closed to on-street parking, please 

make every effort to park at least a block away from the school in honor of the event. 

Each WB2S day, the WB2S volunteers will welcome students and hand out healthy snacks, stickers, and 

tattoos. In the spirit of friendly Jaguar competition, Mr. Kôs third grade class will calculate which 

classrooms have the highest percentage of walkers, bikers, and rollers each WB2S Day. Please help 

keep this healthy tradition alive at Jefferson by walking, biking, or rolling to school on the first 

Wednesday of each month! 

 

If you are interested in volunteering on WB2S days with handing out participation slips, bringing 

healthy treats, or contributing ideas or talents to keep the days safe, festive, and fun, please contact one 

of us. 

 

Jesse Wegner / jesse.wegner@gmail.com 

Heather Merfeld / hmerfeld@gmail.com 

WB2S Co-chairs  

Dine Out, September 19th 
The Old Spaghetti Factory 

 
The Old Spaghetti Factory will donate 15% of the proceeds to JPAT when you dine 
out on Sept 19th  .   Printed flyers are  required  for this event.   They do not accept 
downloaded pictures on your phone.  



the Room 

The Corvallis School District does not discriminate on the basis of age, citizenship, color, disability, gender 
expression, gender identity, national origin, parental or marital status, race, religion, sex, or sexual 
orientation in its programs and activities, and provides equal access to designated youth groups. The 
following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding discrimination: Jennifer Duvall, Human 
Resources Director, jennifer.duvall@corvallis.k12.or.us 541 -757-5840 | 1555 SW 35th Street, Corvallis, OR 
97333  

Volunteering at Corvallis Schools 

If you want to volunteer at a Corvallis school – or if your volunteer status for Corvallis schools has 

expired – or you need to update information on your existing volunteer application - please go to 

the Volunteer Home Access Page on the district website where you can set up your own account, 

get your volunteer clearance, and manage your information. https://www.csd509j.net/students -

parents/volunteer/  

  

  

Friday E-Folder 

Beginning this school year, community flyers are ONLY shared on the Corvallis School District 

website! Families are invited to learn about community events and opportunities each Friday at: 

https://www.csd509j.net/departments/communications/community -flyers/ .  

 

 

Message from the Superintendent’s Office 

Our district includes seven K -5 elementary schools, two 6 -8 middle schools, two comprehensive 9 -

12 high schools, one K -8 school, and alternative education programs at the Harding Center.   With 

all but two schools constructed before 1971, the average age of our elementary school buildings is 

59 years. 

  

We are now beginning to gather public input on the draft long -range facility plan. Targeting the 

May 2018 special election for a continuation of our facilities bond, there will be opportunities for 

parents, staff, and the community to provide input for the draft plan before the school board 

finalizes a plan to put before voters.  

  

Focus areas in the draft plan are:  

 

¶ Address critical safety needs and complete capital improvements in all schools.  

¶ Improve inclusivity of school buildings by eliminating all modular classrooms.  

¶ Address growing deferred maintenance costs.  

¶ Enlarge and develop project based learning areas in secondary schools.  

  

Public outreach activities, telephone surveys, and school information meetings will take place this 

fall. Our school community will have an opportunity to review the school concept plan for 

Jefferson Elementary on October 11 at 6:30 pm.   We encourage all families to get involved in this 

stage of the planning process. More information about the long range plan is available on the web 

at https://tinyurl.com/csd -2017facilities.  
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https://www.csd509j.net/departments/communications/community-flyers/

